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paths, but they are accurate in spite of generality and remarkably few im- 
portant matters fail altogether of mention. The most doubtful aspect of the 
author's work is the liberty which he takes with the chronological order. This 
is due, no doubt, to the necessity of grouping the material about thinkers of 
first class importance, but it seems as if this end might have been secured while 
keeping closer to the normal order, with some gain in the clearness of the 
development and no loss of space. For example, the author quite rightly 
considers the early Greek philosophers according to their relation to Plato, 
and to this end he distributes the accounts of them through his exposition of 
the latter. The order in which they appear, however, is extraordinary: The 
Milesians, Heraclitus, Socrates, the Sophists, Pythagoras, Parmenides, Zeno, 
and Anaxagoras. The Atomists do not appear at all until after Aristotle and 
in connection with the Epicureans. In a later chapter a similar inversion 
places the Renaissance after the Reformation. 

George H. Sabine. 
The University of Missouri. 

L' intelligence sympathique. Par Gundumur Finnbogason, docteur en phi- 
losophic. Traduit en collaboration avec l'auteur par Andre Courmont. 
Alcan, Paris, 1913. — 16 mo, pp. 244. 

This work, dedicated to Henri Bergson by an Icelandic disciple, contains 
an interesting development of the master's doctrine of intuition, applied by 
the author in an original manner to a specific problem. To comprehend an- 
other person intelligently as an individual one cannot merely regard him from 
the utilitarian point of view of one's own needs, or confine one's self to the 
abstract methods of science and classify him as a type. On the contrary, it is 
necessary to sympathize with him, and to share his feelings and emotions and 
modes of action, for it is these that make him an individual. The interpre- 
tation of the way in which it is possible for one to arrive at such a sympathetic 
understanding (I 'intelligence sympathique) of the personality of another, gives 
the author his problem, and the title of his book. 

The author's main contention is that this sympathetic understanding is 
gained through the psychological processes of imitation and suggestion. We 
can only understand the emotions of another by feeling them ourselves, and 
to do this we must consciously or unconsciously imitate his facial expression 
and other bodily manifestations of emotion, and so reproduce his emotions in 
ourselves. An emotion which we cannot thus reproduce we fail to understand. 
The same principle is involved in the interpretation of the individuality of 
persons whom we have never met, — whose acquaintance we form through their 
writings. We accommodate ourselves to their individuality by reproducing 
in ourselves their modes of feeling and action. The individual characters 
produced by poets and other artists, whether human beings, animals, plants, or 
personified inanimate objects, are created in accordance with similar prin- 
ciples. These laws also apply to the understanding and production of music, 
painting, architecture, history, biography, and all efforts to portray uniqueness 
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and individuality, in contrast to the scientific endeavor to secure abstract 
generalizations capable of repetition. 

The author's thesis is strongly presented, and in the main convincing. The 
imitation of emotions is doubtless adequate in many instances to explain what 
is requisite to understand the passing mood of another, or to catch the spirit 
of a poem or a piece of music or a picture. And in order really to understand 
the individual character of another we can well believe that such imitation is 
always necessary; though for this, as it appears to me, something additional 
is also required. For the individuality of any human character is not a mere 
aggregate of feelings; it is a synthesis of sentiments, as McDougall and Shand 
have shown. Such a synthesis is always to some extent a logical, rational 
organization of impulses into an organic unity. To understand the character 
of another, a logical interpretation is necessary, and unfortunately this is 
impossible on the Bergsonian position, which restricts all logic to the logic of 
identity. A complete explanation of how we come to understand the indi- 
viduality of others would require a cutting loose from Bergson, and the adop- 
tion, perhaps, of a neo-Hegelian logic, in the manner of Bosanquet. Although 
the author has, therefore, not told the whole story, he has, nevertheless, made 
a worthy contribution in his doctrine of L'intelligence sympathique, and he 
deserves consideration at the hands of students of the psychology of aesthetics 
and of ethics. 

William K. Wright. 
Cornell University. 
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